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BOOK REVIEWS. 



[All book reviews are by the editor in chief unless otherwise 
expressly stated.] 



The Encyclopedia of United States Supreme Court Reports, being a 
Complete Encyclopedia of All the Case Law of the Federal Su- 
preme Court up to and including Volume 206, U. S. Supreme 
Court Reports (Book 51 Lawyers' Edition), under the editorial 
supervision of Thomas Johnson Michie. Volume II. The Michie 
Company, Law Publishers. Charlottesville, Va. 1908. Price 
$6.00. 

Volume II of this work, which completes the very able and ex- 
haustive digest of Appeal and Error, continues inclusively through a 
most excellent encyclopediac digest of Bankruptcy; Assignments; 
Assignments for Benefit of Creditors; Associations; Attachment and 
Garnishment; Attorney and Client; Bail and Recognizance; etc., etc. 

A careful examination of the volume renders it apparent that no 
work equalling it has ever been put upon the market. The compilers 
and editors seem to have taken warning by the mistakes and omis- 
sions of other digesters and have added certain ideas of their own 
origination which makes this work of a value peculiarly its own. 

The failure of most digesters or compilers to collect in one place 
under an appropriate heading all the decisions on a given point is 
one of the commonest errors that the investigator encounters, and 
one of the most exasperating and fatal that can be committed. This 
is due in a large measure to the fact that the writer has lost sight 
of that wholesome maxim "qui hceret in littcris, haret in cortice," for 
the same principle is often found stated in different language by the 
court and used in a different connection. Often rules of substantive 
law and evidence are relegated to sections on practice and particu- 
larly to the head "Instructions'," because the opinion or the headnote 
to the case embodies the proposition in the form of an instruction. 
For example, "proof beyond a reasonable doubt is required in crim- 
inal cases;" or to state it in the form of an instruction "it is not error 
to instruct the jury that proof beyond a reasonable doubt is neces- 
sary to convict;" now the great majority of digesters or compilers of 
decisions would put the former proposition under "Weight and Suffi- 
ciency of Evidence," and the latter under his section on Instructions. 
Falling into the same error, a certain digester of national reputation 
put the great Virginia case of Petticolas v. Richmond under his sec- 
tion on pleading because the paragraph as constructed by him read as 
follows: "A plea by defendant in an action for trespass, that the 
plaintiff had theretofore recovered a judgment against a co-tres- 
passer, is sufficient, without averring that the judgment had been 
satisfied," though in the same time he had a section on former ad- 
judication, and a sub-head "Persons Concluded." 

So much for this error. Another error of lesser importance re- 
lates to the awkwardly expressed and inadequate analyses or indices 
that detract so much from an article that may otherwise be unob- 
jectionable. The function of the analysis is twofold: The first and 
most important is to disclose the contents of the subject; the second 
is to disclose on its face in proper sequence the topics as they occur 
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to the logical mind or even as they occur in the trial of a cause, for 
an improper arrangement of the subject may cause the investigator 
to fall into error. For example, the cases dealing with the order of 
liability of assets in marshaling decedents' estates should be ar- 
ranged in the order in which they come as laid down in the statutes 
or decisions; throwing the cases in helter skelter, as is often done, 
leads to much confusion, and mystifies the reader. Lastly, cross 
references should be specific, as the busy lawyer has no time to look 
up general cross references only to find that they were made to some 
point foreign to the question he is investigating. These are the worst 
and most commonly committed errors. Others might be mentioned, 
but those given suffice to disclose wherein careful editorial work en- 
hances in a material way the value of a digest. 

The editorial staff of this Encyclopedia of United States Supreme 
Court Reports seems to have been careful to avoid these errors. 
Experience of many years, ability of the highest order and thorough 
supervision of every subject is evident upon each page of the two 
volumes issued. If continued in the same painstaking way, this work, 
when completed, will be unsurpassed of its kind. 



The Law of Instructions to Juries in Virginia, with a Collection of 
Forms in Civil and Criminal Cases Approved by the Supreme 
Court of Appeals of Virginia. By Louis C. Phillips of the New- 
port News Ber. For sale by James E. Abbe, Newport News, Va. 

Mr. Phillips in this admirable book has rendered the Virginia pro- 
fession a service hard to be overestimated. He has collected, col- 
lated and analytically arranged not only the Law of Instructions, but 
has given all the forms of those approved by our Supreme Cour so 
as to make them readily accessible. One has no longer to consult 
the digests, examine his commonplace books and take down in- 
numerable volumes to find either the law or the form of instructions 
on any point civil or criminal which- has been passed upon by our 
court of last resort. The first 62 pages are given to the law, the rest 
of the 652 pages to approved forms. The author's statement of the 
law is admirably done, and no proposition is advanced without ample 
citation of authority to justify it. The forms follow in alphabetical 
order of subject, and are harmoniously and systematically grouped. 
We do not sec how any Virginia lawyer can afford to be without it, 
and its value in giving terse statements of law upon so many im- 
portant subjects should command for it a field of usefulness very wide 
reaching. The make up of the book is admirable. The excellent 
quality of thin paper used makes it easy to handle and those lawyers 
who still "ride circuit" will have no difficulty in carrying it with them, 
and where a library of complete Virginia Reports is lacking, will have 
the gist of the law in their hands. 



Legal Aphorisms, by John Wesley Friend, of the Newport News, 
Virginia, Bar. Richmond. Whittet & Shepperson, Printers. 
Price $5.00 prepaid. 

The Newport News Bar is responsible for the valuable work of 
Mr. Phillips on the "Law of Instructions," reviewed above. Mr. John 
W. Friend, of the same bar has compiled and published the above 



